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DECATUR COUNTY, ALABAMA 1 8 2 1 - 1 8 2 5

W i t h e v e n t s l e a d i n g t o s t a t e h o o d f o r A l a b a m a

1790-1890 E r a of t h e W e s t w a r d M o v e m e n t in U n i t e d S t a t e s h i s t o r y .

1798 , A p r i l 7 M i s s i s s i p p i T e r r i t o r y e s t a b l i s h e d .

1806, J a n u a r y 7 The C h e r o k e e N a t i o n made l a n d c e s s i o n s t o
t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s w h i c h i n c l u d e d a l l l a n d i n p r e s e n t A l a b a m a
n o r t h o f t h e Te n n e s s e e R i v e r e x c e p t N e w M a d i s o n a n d J a c k s o n
C o u n t y .

C h a r l e s J . K a p p l e r , I n d i a n T r e a t i e s 1778-1883 ,
P. 9 0 . S e e A p p e n d i x M a p N o . 1 .

1807, O c t o b e r 8 Hans K e n n a m e r s e l l s l a n d i n F a i r fi e l d C o u n t y ,
S o u t h  C a r o l i n a .

W i l l a r d C. K e n n a m e r, KENNAMER GENEALOGIES, P. 3

1 8 0 8 , December 1 3 M a d i s o n C o u n t y , M i s s i s s i p p i T e r r i t o r y c r e a t e d .

1 8 0 9 , J a n u a r y T h o m a s F r e e m a n t a k e s a c e n s u s o f t h e M a d i s o n
C o u n t y r e s i d e n t s f o r t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s S e c r e t a r y o f t h e T r e a s u r y ,
A l b e r t G a l l a t i n . I n c l u d e d i n t h i s h e a d c o u n t was t h e e n l a r g e d
f a m i l y o f H a n s K e n n a m e r l i v i n g i n t h e M a y s v i l l e a r e a .

V a l l e y L e a v e s , V o l . 1 , N o . 1 , P. 2 7 .

1 8 1 0 , J u l y 5 T h e M a d i s o n C o u n t y C o m m i s s i o n e r s v o t e d t o m a k e
H u n t s v i l l e ( T w i c k e n h a m ) t h e s e a t o f j u s t i c e .

F r a n c e s R o b e r t s . "The P u b l i c S q u a r e i n M a d i s o n
C o u n t y H i s t o r y , " V a l l e y L e a v e s , D e c . , 1969 , P . 6 .

1 8 11 , M a r c h The P a g e , H o d g e s , a n d re la ted f a m i l i e s a r r i v e
i n M a d i s o n C o u n t y f r o m G o o c h l a n d C o u n t y , V i r g i n i a . T h e s e f a m i ‑
l i e s moved t o t h e W o o d v i l l e commun i t y i n 1 8 3 4 .

J o h n R . K e n n a m e r, S t o r y o f W o o d v i l l e , P. 1 7 0 .

1809-1817 Demand f o r n e w l a n d in M a d i s o n C o u n t y s o o n exceeded
t h e s u p p l y . Many s e t t l e r s i l l e g a l l y o c c u p i e d t h e l a n d i n t h e
C h e r o k e e N a t i o n a l o n g t h e P a i n t R o c k r i v e r w a t e r s h e d a n d t h e
a r e a l a t e r c a l l e d New M a d i s o n . O t h e r s e t t l e r s o c c u p i e d I n d i a n
l a n d i n t h e h e a d w a t e r s o f M u d , C r o w , a n d C o o n C r e e k .

J o h n R , K e n n a m e r , H i s t o r y o f J a c k s o n C o u n t y ,
P. 8 . S e e A p p e n d i x M a p N o . 3 .

1812 A w a g o n r o a d was o p e n e d f r o m H u n t s v i l l e t o t h e s a l t p e t e r
m i n e s i n S a u t a C a v e ( C h e r o k e e N a t i o n . ) S i n c e t h e w a r w i t h
G r e a t B r i t a i n c u r t a i l e d t h e i m p o r t i n g o f E u r o p e a n g u n p o w d e r ,
t h e n i t e r f r o m t h e m i n e s was in g r e a t demand f o r t h e l o c a l
p r o d u c t i o n o f g u n p o w d e r . T h i s r o a d a l s o o f f e r e d a n e a s i e r
r o u t e f o r t h e s e t t l e r s i l l e g a l l y m o v i n g i n t o t h e C h e r o k e e N a t i o n .

J o h n R . K e n n a m e r , Story o f W o o d v i l l e , P. 1 0 .

1815 H e n r y D e r r i c k b u i l t t h e fi r s t c a b i n o n t h e H u n t s v i l l e ‑
S a u t a r o a d a t a p l a c e w h i c h w o u l d become W o o d v i l l e . W o o d v i l l e
r e c e i v e d i t s name f r o m a n o t h e r s e t t l e r named R i c h a r d Wood .

I B I D ,  P .  9 .

1815 T h e H a n s K e n n a m e r f a m i l y s e t t l e d w i t h t h e I n d i a n s i n
K e n n a m e r C o v e .

J o h n R . K e n n a m e r , T h e K e n n a m e r F a m i l y, P. 1 4 .

1817 M i s s i s s i p p i a d m i t t e d t o t h e u n i o n a s t h e 2 0 t h s t a t e .

W i l l i a m T i l l i n g h e s t . A n O u t l i n e o f U n i v e r s a l H i s t o r y ,
P .  5 5 2 .

1 8 1 7 , M a r c h 3 . T h e A l a b a m a T e r r i t o r y o r g a n i z e d .



1819, F e b r u a r y 2 7 T h e C h e r o k e e N a t i o n c e d e s t h e r e m a i n i n g

p a r t o f i t s l a n d n o r t h o f t h e Te n n e s s e e R i v e r t o t h e U n i t e d
S t a t e s . T h i s i n c l u d e s p r e s e n t d a y J a c k s o n C o u n t y a n d New
M a d i s o n . The s e t t l e r s l i v i n g i n t h i s p a r t o f t h e C h e r o k e e
N a t i o n p r e s s u r e d t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s g o v e r n m e n t t o a c q u i r e t h i s
l a n d .
A c c o r d i n g t o t h e t e r m s o f t h e t r e a t y , c e r t a i n I n d i a n f a m i l i e s
who h a d a c q u i r e d t i t l e t o 640 a c r e s o f l a n d w e r e a l l o w e d t o
r e t a i n t i t l e u n d e r t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s g o v e r n m e n t . T h e s e l a n d
h o l d e r s w o u l d n o t h a v e t o m o v e t o t h e d e s i g n a t e d I n d i a n l a n d
w e s t o f t e h M i s s i s s i p p i R i v e r . T h e s e r e s e r v a t i o n s a r e s t i l l
i d e n t i fi e d i n M a d i s o n a n d J a c k s o n C o u n t y . A n o t h e r p r o v i s i o n
s t a t e d t h a t a l l p r o c e e d s f r o m t h e s a l e o f t h i s c e d e d l a n d w o u l d
b e u s e d f o r s c h o o l s f o r t h e C h e r o k e e s . T h e s e C h e r o k e e I n d i a n
S c h o o l L a n d b o u n d a r i e s c a n b e f o u n d o n c o n t e m p o r a r y maps o f
J a c k s o n a n d M a d i s o n C o u n t y .

C h a r l e s J . K a p p l e r . I n d i a n T r e a t i e s 1 7 7 8 - 1 8 8 3 ,
P. 177 . S e e A p p e n d i x M a p N o . 2 .

1 8 1 9 , F a l l T h e P a r k s , F r a z i e r , a n d r e l a t e d f a m i l i e s a r r i v e
a t G o o s e p o n d I s l a n d b y fl a t b o a t s f r o m L o o k o u t V a l l e y , Te n n e s s e e .

L e w i s W . P a g e , S r . , u n p u b l i s h e d r e s e a r c h .

1 8 1 9 , D e c e m b e r 1 3 J a c k s o n C o u n t y , A l a b a m a T e r r i t o r y , w a s
c r e a t e d . S a u t a w a s d e s i g n a t e d b y t h e t e r r i t o r i a l g o v e r n m e n t
a s a t e m p o r a r y s e a t o f j u s t i c e . Some s o u r c e s s a y S a u t a C a v e .
T h e n e w c o u n t y was b o u n d o n t h e n o r t h b y t h e S t a t e o f T e n n e s s e e ,
t h e s o u t h a n d e a s t b y t h e T e n n e s s e e R i v e r , a n d t h e w e s t b y
t h e 1806 C h e r o k e e T r e a t y l i n e . T h i s t r e a t y l i n e c a n b e f o u n d
o n t h e 1 9 6 5 A l a b a m a H i g h w a y D e p a r t m e n t m a p o f M a d i s o n C o u n t y .

A p p e n d i x M a p N o . 4 .

1819 , December 14 A l a b a m a a d m i t t e d to t h e U n i o n as t h e 22nd
s t a t e .

J o h n R . K e n n a m e r , H i s t o r y o f J a c k s o n C o u n t y ,
P.  1 7 .

1819-1825 W i t h t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f a s t a b l e gove rnmen t i n
Jackson C o u n t y t h e I n d i a n t r a i l s w e r e i m p r o v e d to accommodate
wagons . I n a d d i t i o n t o t h e H u n t s v i l l e - Wo o d v i l l e - S a u t a - B e l l e f o n t e
S t a g e R o a d , o t h e r r o a d s w e r e o p e n e d f r o m H u n t l a n d a n d W i n c h e s ‑
t e r , T e n n e s s e e , t o L a r k i n ' s L a n d i n g , S a u t a ( C a v e ) , B o l i v a r ,
a n d B e l l e f o n t e .
S e t t l e r s f r o m E a s t Te n n e s s e e b r a v e d t h e g r o w i n g h o s t i l i t y o f
s o m e C h e r o k e e I n d i a n s a s t h e y u s e d t h e Te n n e s s e e R i v e r r o u t e
t o m i g r a t e . H e n r y D e r r i c k h a d a r r i v e d a t G u n t e r ' s L a n d i n g
f r o m E a s t Te n n e s s e e b e f o r e s e t t l i n g a t W o o d v i l l e . B e l l e f o n t e
b e c a m e a r i v e r p o r t a s t h e r e s u l t o f t h i s w e s t w a r d movement
o f  s e t t l e r s .

J o h n R . K e n n a m e r , H i s t o r y o f J a c k s o n C o u n t y ,
P. 2 5 - 2 6 . L e w i s W. P a g e , S r . U n p u b l i s h e d
r e s e a r c h .

1 8 2 0 , O c t o b e r 1 I n v e n t o r y a n d s a l e o f e s t a t e ( p e r s o n a l p r o p e r ‑
t y o n l y ) o f James O r e , d e c e a s e d . T h i s i s t h e fi r s t k n o w n c o u r t
p r o c e e d i n g r e c o r d e d a t t h e c o u r t h o u s e a t S a u t a , J a c k s o n C o u n t y ,
A l a b a m a .

J a c k s o n County C o u r t B o o k . J a m e s R u s s e l l ,
J u d g e , S t e p h e n C a r t e r , C l e r k .

N O T E : T h e o r i g i n a l b o o k i s i n t h e " L i t t l e C o u r t h o u s e " a t t h e
S c o t t s b o r o - J a c k s o n C o u n t y H e r i t a g e M u s e u m . T h e r e a r e c o p i e s
i n t h e o f fi c e o f t h e J a c k s o n C o u n t y P r o b a t e J u d g e , S c o t t s b o r o
and W o o d v i l l e P u b l i c L i b r a r i e s .



1 8 2 1 , December 7 D e c a t u r C o u n t y , A l a b a m a , c r e a t e d .

D e c a t u r C o u n t y , A l a b a m a
( f r o m A c t s o f A l a b a m a )

A c t s o f t h e G e n e r a l A s s e m b l y o f t h e S T a t e o f A l a b a m a , B e g u n
Bag yor i n t h e t o w n o f Cahawba o n t h e fi r s t M o n d a y i n N o v e m b e r,

sekaen *gounty b o u n d a r i e s s h a l l b e - b e g i n n i n g a t m o u t h o f
S a u t a C r e e k t o w h e r e W i n c h e s t e r R o a d c r o s s e s s a m e ; t h e n c e o n
a s t r a i g h t l i n e , t o t h e s o u t h e n d o f a r i d g e e a s t o f s a i d c r e e k ,
w h i c h d i v i d e d t h e w a t e r s o f S a u t a C r e e k f r o m t h e w a t e r s o f
R o s e b e r r y C r e e k ; t h e n c e w i t h t h e e x t r e m e h e i g h t o f s a i d r i d g e ,
t o t h e W i n c h e s t e r R o a d o n t h e t o p o f t h e m o u n t a i n a b o v e W i l l i a m
H o s k i n s ; t h e n c e w i t h s a i d r o a d t o t h e P o l e B r i d g e B r a n c h ; t h e n c e
o n a s t r a i g h t l i n e , t o P a i n t R o c k R i v e r , o n e m i l e b e l o w t h e
m o u t h o f t h e L i c k F o r k o f s a i d r i v e r ; t h e n c e o n a l i n e d u e
w e s t , t o t h e e x t r e m e h e i g h t o f t h e m o u n t a i n t h a t d i v i d e s t h e
w a t e r s o f P a i n t R o c k R i v e r f r o m t h e w a t e r s o f F l i n t R i v e r ;
t h e n c e w i t h t h e e x t r e m e h e i g h t o f s a i d m o u n t a i n , n o r t h w a r d ,
t o t h e Te n n e s s e e S t a t e l i n e ; t h e n c e e a s t w i t h s a i d l i n e , t o
w h e r e i t s t r i k e s t h e Te n n e s s e e R i v e r ; t h e n c e down t h e same
t o  t h e  b e g i n n i n g .
S e c t i o n  6 :
T h a t a l l t h a t t r a c t o f c o u n t y l y i n g w e s t o f J a c k s o n C o u n t y ,
s o u t h o f t h e T e n n e s s e e S t a t e l i n e , e a s t o f M a d i s o n C o u n t y ,
a n d n o r t h o f t h e T e n n e s s e e R i v e r , s h a l l c o n s t i t u t e a s e p a r a t e
a n d d i s t i n c t c o u n t y , t o b e k n o w n a n d c a l l e d b y t h e n a m e o f
DECATUR.

S e c t i o n  7 :
T h a t D e c a t u r C o u n t y s h a l l h a v e c r i m i n a l j u r i s d i c t i o n o v e r a l l
t h a t t r a c t o f c o u n t r y w i t h i n t h e l i m i t s o f t h e C h e r o k e e n a t i o n s
o f I n d i a n s , w h i c h l i e s w e s t o f W i l l s t o w n V a l l e y , a n d e a s t o f
t h e r o a d l e a d i n g f r o m D i t t o ' s L a n d i n g t o t h e town o f B l o u n t s v i l l e .

J u d g e W i l l i a m D . P a g e p r o v i d e d t h e
L e g i s l a t i v e A c t . A p p e n d i x M a p N o . 5 .

Why was n e w c o u n t y c r e a t e d ? I t i s m y o p i n i o n t h a t g e o g r a p h i c
and economic c o n d i t i o n s p l a y e d a m a j o r r o l e i n t h e f o r m a t i o n
o f D e c a t u r C o u n t y . The i n fl u x o f s e t t l e r s i n t o t h e w e s t e r n
p a r t o f J a c k s o n C o u n t y was f r o m ( O l d ) M a d i s o n C o u n t y . W i t h
t h e r e m o v a l o f t h e C h e r o k e e I n d i a n b a r r i e r i n 1819, t h e l a n d
a l o n g t h e F l i n t a n d P a i n t R o c k R i v e r s was q u i c k l y s e t t l e d .
The m o u n t a i n s t o t h e n o r t h a n d t h e C h e r o k e e N a t i o n t o t h e e a s t
h i n d e r e d t h e s e t t l e m e n t o f t h e e a s t e r n p a r t o f J a c k s o n C o u n t y .
T h e s e a t o f j u s t i c e , S a u t a ( C a v e ) , w a s i s o l a t e d f r o m t h i s g r o w t h
a r e a i n t h e w e s t e r n p a r t o f J a c k s o n C o u n t y . H u n t s v i l l e , N a s h ‑
v i l l e , a n d l a t e r N e w O r l e a n s b e c a m e t h e t r a d e c e n t e r s f o r M a d i ‑
s o n C o u n t y . T h e l a c k o f s u i t a b l e r o a d s a n d t h e w e s t w a r d fl o w
o f t h e Te n n e s s e e R i v e r p r e v e n t e d a g r i c u l t u r a l a n d f o r e s t
p r o d u c t s f r o m m o v i n g e a s t . T h e r e f o r e , t h e f a r m e r i n t h e w e s t e r n
p a r t o f J a c k s o n C o u n t y d e v e l o p e d s t r o n g e c o n o m i c t i e s w i t h
M a d i s o n C o u n t y .

Thomas J . T a y l o r , " L a t e r H i s t o r y o f M a d i s o n
C o u n t y , " V a l l e y L é a v e s , D e c , 1 9 6 9 , P . 5 6 .

T h e c i t i z e n s o f t h e w e s t e r n p a r t o f J a c k s o n C o u n t y c o u l d n o t
a n n e x t h e m s e l v e s p o l i t i c a l l y t o M a d i s o n C o u n t y . B u t a n e w
c o u n t y n a m e d a f t e r t h e p o p u l a r n a v a l c o m m a n d e r , S t e p h e n D e c a t u r ,
m i g h t b e a c c e p t a b l e t o t h e c i t i z e n s o f J a c k s o n C o u n t y . A l s o ,
S a u t a i n s o u t h c e n t r a l J a c k s o n C o u n t y w a s i s o l a t e d f r o m a g r o w t h
a r e a i n t h e n o r t h e a s t e r n p a r t o f J a c k s o n C o u n t y a t M o u n t C a r m e l ,
B o l i v a r , a n d C r o w C r e e k V a l l e y . A r a p i d l y d e v e l o p i n g s e t t l e ‑
m e n t a t a l a r g e s p r i n g i n t h e R i l e y R e s e r v a t i o n w o u l d become
t h e s e a t o f j u s t i c e f o r J a c k s o n C o u n t y a f t e r t h e n e w c o u n t y
was f o r m e d . I d o n o t fi n d t h a t a l a r g e o u t c r y o f p r o t e s t was
made when t h e s e a t o f j u s t i c e was moved f r o m S a u t a t o B e l l e ‑
f o n t e a n d S a u t a w a s i n c l u d e d i n t h e s o u t h e a s t e r n p a r t o f t h e
new c o u n t y .



T h e r e was a t r e n d i n Alabama t o h u r r i e d l y c r e a t e n e w c o u n t i e s

f r o m t h e r e c e n t l y c e ded I n d i a n l a n d s . S t a t e w i d e , n e w c o u n t i e s
w e r e c r e a t e d f r o m l a r g e r c o u n t i e s . C o u n t y l i n e s w e r e c o n s t a n t l y
s h i f t i n g , a n d g e o g r a p h i c a n d economic r e a l i t i e s p l a y e d a g r e a t e r
r o l e t h a n p o l i t i c a l i d e a l o g i e s i n d e t e r m i n i n g t h e c o u r s e o f
human e v e n t s .

1 8 2 1 , December Comm iss i one r s a p p o i n t e d by l e g i s l a t i v e a c t
t o s e l e c t a t e m p o r a r y s e a t o f j u s t i c e f o r D e c a t u r C o u n t y .
T h e y w e r e : R o b e r t M c C a m y , J a m e s H o l m e s , J o h n K e n n a m e r , J o h n
S n o w , A l e x D u l a n e y , D a v i d B o s h a r t , A a r o n R i c e , W i l l i a m L e g ,
a n d B a r n e t t .

J o h n R . K e n n a m e r , " D e c a t u r C o u n t y , " ,
Progress ive Age , 1 9 2 9 .

1 822 , December 3 1 T h e d e s c r i p t i o n o f t h e b o u n d a r y l i n e b e ‑
t w e e n Jackson and D e c a t u r C o u n t y i n t h e o r i g i n a l l e g i s l a t i v e
a c t o f 1 8 2 1 was d i f fi c u l t t o u n d e r s t a n d . O n December 2 2 , 1 822 ,
a l e g i s l a t i v e a c t was pa s sed w h i c h gave new i n f o r m a t i o n . O n
M a p N o . 6 A and 6B , I h a v e t r i e d t o d r a w t h i s l i n e b y u s i n g
t h e i n f o rm a t i o n i n b o t h a c t s o n o n e map .
O n e o f t h e d i f fi c u l t i e s i n v o l v e s t h e r o u t e o f t h e W i n c h e s t e r
R o a d . I t i s t h o u g h t t h a t t h e W i n c h e s t e r Road f o l l o w e d g e n e r a l l y
t h e r o u t e o f A l a b am a 6 9 f r o m t h e Te n n e s s e e s t a t e l i n e t o P e t e r
G o l d P o i n t a b o v e B o x e s C o v e . F r o m t h i s p o i n t t h e r o a d made
a v e r y s t e e p d e s c e n t t o t h e h ead o f B o x e s C o v e . SE% s w S e c t i o n
2 0 , To w n s h i p 3 , R a n g e 5 E a s t .

Append ix Map 6B , P o i n t 9 .
T h e r o a d t r a v e r s e d t h e c o v e t o p r e s e n t C o u n t y Road 145 . T h e
W i n c h e s t e r Road t h e n passed t h r o u g h p r e s e n t L a r k i n s v i l l e a n d
S a u t a B o t t o m s b e f o r e c r o s s i n g N o r t h S a u t y C r e e k . T h e e x a c t
l o c a t i o n o f t h i s c r o s s i n g i s n o t k n own . I t i s t h o u g h t t o b e
n e a r t h e U . S . H i ghway 72 b r i d g e across N o r t h S a u t y C r e e k wes t
o f t h e G o o d y e a r P l a n t .

Appendix Map N o . 6 B , P o i n t 2.
A l a t e r s p u r o f t h e W i n c h e s t e r Road descended t h e Cumberland
P l a t e a u f r o m P o l e B r a n c h o n a r i d g e b e t w e e n B e c k y H o l l o w a n d
H a r r i s H o l l o w to Mayna rds C o v e . NW; NW S e c t i o n 1 4 , To w n s h i p
3 , R a n g e 5 E a s t . T h e r o u t e t h e n c rossed D e a n R i d g e to t h e
F a i r fi e l d C o m m u n i t y . T h e r o a d t h e n passed t h r o u g h p resen t
H o l l y w o o d and o n t o B e l l e f o n t e .

M r s . N o l a S immons a n d W. C . B r andon .

1 822 , Ma y A s e r i e s o f a c t s was passed b y t h e Alabama L e g i s l a ‑
t u r e f o r D e c a t u r C o u n t y and J a c k s o n C o u n t y . N a m e l y , v o t i n g
p r e c i n c t s w e r e d e s i g n a t e d , a m i l i t i a was e s t a b l i s h e d , a c o u r t
s y s t e m was i n s t i t u t e d , c i v i l o f fi c e s w e r e o r g a n i z e d w i t h t e m p o ‑
r a r y o f fi c i a l s , schedu les f o r t a x c o l l e c t i o n s w e r e worked o u t ,
a n d J u s t i c e s o f t h e P e a c e w e r e named . A t t h e same t i m e a commis‑
s i o n was appo i n t e d t o fi n d a s i t e f o r t h e s e a t o f j u s t i c e
f o r J a c k s o n C o u n t y .

S e e D e c a t u r C o u n t y fi l e , Wood v i l l e and
S c o t t s b o r o P u b l i c L i b r a r i e s .

1822, December 31 A c t s of t h e G e n e r a l A s s e m b l y of t h e S t a t e
o f A l a b a m a , b e g u n a n d h e l d i n t h e t o w n o f Cahawba o n t h e t h i r d
M o n d a y o f N o v e m b e r , 1822 :
A n A c t t o b e t t e r d e s i g n a t e t h e l i n e b e t w e e n t h e c o un t i e s o f
J a c k s o n a n d D e c a t u r . . . - - S e c t i o n 1 : T h a t t h e l i n e b e t w e e n
J a c k s o n a n d Decatur~Counties be as f o l l o w s , to w i t : B e g i n n i n g
a t t h e m o u t h o f S a u t a C r e e k ; t h e n c e u p s a i d C r e e k t o w h e r e
t h e W i n c h e s t e r Road c r o s s e s s a i d c r e e k ; t h e n c e t o J e s s e T h o m p ‑
s o n ' s ; t h e n c e t o Ca swe l l B i b e y ' s , i n c l u d i n g s a i d J e s s e T h o m p s o n ,
W i l l i a m C u n d i f f , H i r a m J a c k s o n , Thomas J o n e s , J o h n S m a r t , a n d
s a i d Caswe l l B i b e y ' s i n D e c a t u r C o u n t y ; t h e n c e f r o m s a i d B i b e y
to t h e t o p o f t h e mounta in abo ve W i l l i a m E. H o s k i n s , w h e r e
t h e W i n c h e s t e r Road descends t h e Cumberland M o u n t a i n s ; t h e n c e
t o t h e mo s t l e a d i n g p o i n t a t t h e moun t a i n b e t w e e n t h e m o u t h
o f t h e L i c k F o r k a n d t h e mou t h o f L a r k i n ' s F o r k o f P a i n t R o c k
R i v e r ; t h e n c e t o t h e t o p o f s a i d m o u n t a i n ; t h e n c e a n o r t h w e s t
c o u r s e , t o t h e Te n n e s s e e S t a t e l i n e .
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1 8 2 3 , S e p t e m b e r 9 L e t t e r f r o m W o o d v i l l e , D e c a t u r C o u n t y t o

G o v e r n o r I s r a e l P i c k e n s .

A p p e n d i x , P a g e 1 .

1 8 2 3 , December 1 7 W o o d v i l l e s e l e c t e d a s t h e p e r m a n e n t s e a t
o f j u s t i c e f o r D e c a t u r C o u n t y .

Thomas O w e n s , H i s t o r y o f A l a b a m a , P. 4 7 5 .

N O T E : T h e c o u r t h o u s e s i t e a t W o o d v i l l e w a s s h o w n o n a n A l a b a m a
m a p a s e a r l y a s 1 8 2 2 .

A p p e n d i x M a p N o . 7 a n d N o . 8 .

1 8 2 4 , A p r i l A m a r r i a g e c o n t r a c t w a s s i g n e d a t t h e c o u r t h o u s e
i n  W o o d v i l l e .

A p p e n d i x ,  P a g e  2 .

1 8 2 4 , December 2 4 L e g i s l a t i v e a c t e s t a b l i s h i n g a n e l e c t i o n
p r e c i n c t i n t h e h o u s e o f H e n r y D e r r i c k o f D e c a t u r C o u n t y .

1 8 2 4 , D e c e m b e r 2 5 L e g i s l a t i v e a c t a p p r o p r i a t i n g $ 6 . 0 0 t o
H e n r y D e r r i c k f o r p r o v i s i o n s f u r n i s h e d t o p e r s o n i n j a i l o f
s a i d  c o u n t y .

1 8 2 4 , December 3 1 L e g i s l a t i v e a c t a p p r o p r i a t i n g $ 7 . 0 0 t o
D a v i d B o s h a r t , S h e r i f f o f D e c a t u r C o u n t y , f o r f e e d i n g p r i s o n e r s
i n j a i l o f s a i d c o u n t y .

1 8 2 5 , December 2 8 L e g i s l a t i v e A c t ( s ) t o r e p e a l a l l p r e v i o u s
a c t s w i t h r e s p e c t t o D e c a t u r C o u n t y . T h e l a n d a r e a w a s d i v i d e d
b e t w e e n J a c k s o n a n d M a d i s o n C o u n t i e s . A l l r e c o r d s a n d f u n d s
a s s i g n e d t o Jackson C o u n t y .

S e e D e c a t u r C o u n t y f o l d e r .
A p p e n d i x , P a g e 3 .
A p p e n d i x M a p N o . 9 .

1835 A t r e a t y s i g n e d b y t h e C h i e f o f t h e C h e r o k e e N a t i o n
a t New E s c h o t a ceded t o t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s a l l C h e r o k e e l a n d
i n  A l a b a m a .

1836 L e g i s l a t i v e a c t s e s t a b l i s h i n g t h e p r e s e n t b o u n d a r i e s
o f M a d i s o n , J a c k s o n , M a r s h a l l , a n d o t h e r N o r t h A l a b a m a c o u n t i e s .

1853 A l i s t i n g o f J a c k s o n C o u n t y t o w n s h a v i n g a p o s t o f fi c e
shows B e l l e f o n t e a n d W o o d v i l l e a l s o h a v i n g a c o u r t h o u s e .

F a r r o w a n d D e n n e t t ' s D i r e c t o r y , M o b i l e
P u b l i c L i b r a r y , Researched by
J u d g e W i l l i a m D . P a g e .

1990 D u r i n g t h i s 1 7 5 t h y e a r o f t h e f o u n d i n g o f W o o d v i l l e ,
a m a r k e r is b e i n g e r e c t e d to commemorate t h e e v e n t .

G r a t e f u l a c k n o w l e d g e m e n t i s - i n o r d e r t o t h o s e w h o g a v e a s s i s t a n c e
a n d encou ragemen t i n t h e p r e p a r a t i o n o f t h i s p a p e r :

M r s . A l i c e R u t h P a g e , Wo o d v i l l e
M r . D e n t o n K e n n a m e r , Wo o d v i l l e
J u d g e W i l l i a m D . P a g e , H u n t s v i l l e
M r s . C a t h e r i n e G i l l i a m , H u n t s v i l l e
M r s . R u b i l e e S m i t h , S c o t t s b o r o
M r s . A n n Chambless, S c o t t s b o r o
M r . C a r l u s P a g e , S c o t t s b o r o
W a s h i n g t o n , D . C . S t a f f o f C o n g r e s s m a n R o n n i e F l i p p o

C o p i e s o f some o f t h e s o u r c e s c i t e d a n d o f t h e w o r k i n g p a p e r s
u s e d i n t h e p r e p a r a t i o n o f t h i s p a p e r a r e c o n t a i n e d i n a f o l d e r
l a b e l e d DECATUR COUNTY. T h e s e f o l d e r s a r e o n fi l e i n t h e p u b l i c
l i b r a r i e s i n W o o d v i l l e a n d S c o t t s b o r o , A l a b a m a .



Valley Leaves Jackson County December, 1984

DECATUR COUNTY

The following letter was found by Judge Wi l l iam D. Page in the State Archives in a fi le containing
election re turns f o r Decatur County. Copied and contributed by Wil l iam D. Page.

Woodville, Decatur County
Sept. 9th 1823 LotZen ee

Israel Pickens, E s q r . 4 £ ‐ of

_ ______._Dear S i r : ft

It has become my duty to communicate to your

Excellency the melancholy fact that Alexander W. Dulany,

Esqui re , a member to the State Legislature, departedthis

l i f e on the evening of the 7th instant. At the late General

Elect ion M r . Dulany has been elected by a large and

respectable ma j o r i t y to represent the count ies of Jackson

and Decatur in the House of Representatives of the State

Legis lature, and by his death the legislature is deprived of

an honest and well meaning member and his fellow citizens

have been lef t to deplore the loss of a useful and most respectable

citizen.

With respect & esteem, I am D r , S i r

Your most obt. servt.

Si las Parsons
Sheriff of Jackson County and
re t u r n i ng O f fice r fo r the counties
of Jackson & Decatur.

P. S .
You r excellency has seen that in case of a vacancy in either house of

the General Assembly the Const i tut ion requ i res the Governor to issue

h i s w r i t s of election to fi l l such vacancy upon that subject. I would only

suggest that the 4th Monday in October nex t would interfer less with

other public Businéss and perhaps onother accounts would be the most
suitable time‘to hold the election. On the 2nd Mondayin October there #

wi l l becircuit Court in’Jackson and onthe 3rd Monday the Circui t Cour t
on

in Decatur wiJl be held. s. P.

;
3 i=. 71



Valley Leaves Jackson County

DecaturCounty, Alabama Marriage Contract
William Steadman andMargaret Turvin

The followingMarriageContract betweenWilliam Steadman and MargaretTurvin was contributed
by TVGS member Delaine Edwards of Modesto,California. Mrs. Edwards found the con t r a c t while
researchingMcNairy County, Tennessce records. This Contract was on Pages 186-188 of McNairy
County, Tennessee Deed Book “ A . ” The document is of special importance since, to o u r knowledge,
it is the only Decatur County marriage record in existence. Decatur County existed from December,
1821 to December, 1825. At its abolishment its records were deposited in the Jackson County cou r t ‑
house which was burned during the Civil War by Northern soldiers.

This indenturemade 1April 1824 betweenWilliam Steadman and Margaret Turvin, both of
Decatur Co., Ala. Both are of legal age and plan to bemarried. It is their desire that all proper ty now
owned by and possessed by Margaret Turvin shall remain her sole and separate proper ty free fromany
incumberance, cont rac t , or marital right of Steadman.

Therefore, Steadman relinquishes u n t o Margaret all interest in the property or estate which by
law might beotherwise acquired by him upon their marriage. The property now owned by Margaret
Consists of one negro woman named Comfort (aged 25) and her four children: Moses (age 12), Annie
(age 10), Mary (age 8) andJerry (1 year); one roan mare, 7 head of cattle, 35head of hogs, 3 beds and
furniture, one sideboard, 2 tables, and “‘other articles of household and kitchen furniture.”

his
William X SteadmanWitness: ‘iark

E. H. Childress
J. T. Thornton Margaret Turvin
Wm. McBroom

Proven in Decatur County Circuit Court by James T. Thornton, a witness, in the April, 1824
term of cour t . Certified by Wm. B.Jones, Clerk, on 21 April 1824. :

Proven in MadisonCounty, Tennessee, in open court in the February t e rm , 1833 by E. H.
Childress, witness. Certified February 4, 1833 by R. MCIver, Clerk.

Certified in Jackson Co., Ala. on 15 February 1833 at the courthouse in Belfonte by R. B.
Clayton, Clerk, and Thompson M. Recto r, Judge of the County Court, with the following notation:

“J, Richard'B. Clayton, Clerk of the County c o u r t of Jackson County aforesaid, do certify that
what was the County of Decater in this s t a t e has since the month of Aprile 1824 by an ac t of the
General Assembly of this State, been abolished and its territory added to the Counties of Jackson and
Madison and the records & Archives of the said County of Decater required to be deposited with the
clerks of the Circuit & County Courts of the said County of Jackson according to their n a t u r e & kind;
that the records of Deeds, conveyances &€have accordingly been deposited in my office; And I further
certify that the deed.which is hereto annexed between William Steadman and Margaret Turvin dated
the first day of Aprile, 1824,and which was proven in the circuit c o u r t of the said County of Decater
at Aprile Term thereof, 1824, has this day been recorded in the county Court of the County of Jackson
aforesaid in Book D, pages 192 and 193 ‘pursuant to the laws of said State for the registration of all
deeds, conveyances &¢. :

“ I n testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and private seal n o t having any official seal
ye t , proved at office in Belfonte this 12th day. of February, 1833.”

{ f e e R. B. Clayton, Clerk CC

1,Thompson M. Rector, sole Judge of the County Court of Jackson in the State of Alabama do
certify that Richard B. Clayton, whose signature & certificate appear above, was at the date thereof and
is the Clerk of the said c o u r t duly Elected& qualified; that his attestation above is in due form of law by
the proper officer and entitled to full credit. Given under my hand & seal this 15th day of February, 1833.

Thompson M. Rector
Judge of the county cour t

- 165 . 7



attended, 27schook jaceting. ‘and met} varying in wiath from 3 to 25 miles.
one of the most-progressive‘teachers -; Woodville was chosen ‘as the coun‑
of. Madison C o u n t y , who said to him: ty soat by a. commission - appointed
“Was Woodville ever the county:seat| by-the Legislature andconsisting of
of Jackson Co u n t y . Others ‘have wingpersons:“Robort «Me - |
asked similar questions. Some have| Camey, Jaines G. Helmes, Joha K e n
askedthe question, w a s there ever &| uamor, John“Snow, Alex W.' Dulaney
{SomeCounty in the Tennessee river David Boshart, Aaron Rice, William
voliey or North Alabama? | + . Leg and Mr, Barne t t , and county o f ‑ficors-‘were elected on the fi rs t Mon-|*

February, 1822. Hesekiah |

hero,who,brought,tock ay

t It is a privilege anda duty we owe
to the present a n d. coming - gener‑
‘ations to preserve the historical facts
of oar beloved country,”: hence: the}. ho “had. lived a‐short

whilefa MadisonCouuty,was i ts Srst|,
County“Court judge. ***. :
ceBut-Deeatar-County:had a brief p o t e

‘existénce: It was abolished by~:,the
Legislature on December 28, 1 8 2 6 ,;
the:reason: assigned Was that it d i df.
not’ possess the ter r i to ry ’ as require!
by: the.Constitution. =

Wehave done-iwa7”‘synth>t tha 8, ai r ethe Legislatare |De
‘ot ‘Jackson County. and the part ‘of
Madison,County. east o f ,Flint river.
Itsarea was describedin the act of
establishment, inclading “ a l l that
tract, of country lyinggest of Jack‑
json |County, south of the Tennessee
State line,|east of”Madison | County
and north ‘of the Tennessee: river.”
;A l l the northern”part-of the present
Feounty of Marshall was included~ in
Decatur County. - ‑
The boundary lineof ‘said county

was made a litt le more “definite in
1822 as.follows: “Beginning at the
mouth of Sauta creek; thence up
said creek to where the “Winchester
road crosses said Sauta . Creek
thence to Jesse Thompson's; thence
to Caswell B ibeys ; thence from, said
Bibeys to top of themountain above
William E. Ha:skins,“where the Win:
chester road dese ends * Cumberland

/ “to” the: Teading|

: The question may arise’
mind’of. the readers ,: why.. did’, the.
Legislature n o t know this ‘when the
coun t y..was ‘created? One should. re ‑
member that in 1821, no par t of this
county” oF Jackson County bad been
surveyed. Genera? “John Coffee, 2
brother-in-law of President Andrew
Jackson , bad deen appointed survey‑
or general with his_offce in, F l o r ‑
ence, A la . , did n o t su r vey th is pa r t
of the State unt i l 1822 and the years
immediately f o l l ow i n g . He had . as
deputies, Jemes W. E x um , Buinier!
Peal, mB. Jones. and others’
who surveyed thir county. :

Through the kindness of 2 friend,
Mr. E. H.-Caidwell,‘of Scottsboroy- L
ampermitted to study a splendi map
of Alabama which was madein $22.
or 1823, byF. Lucas , J r ,of “Balti-:
more, Md. This map shows Decatur |
County.At that t i m e there.were only,
32 counties in t i e state, snd not
more than half of them had been
surveyed by the sSovernment.‑

mountains; thi
point of the mow!
mouth of Lick‘For!
Larkin’sFork of,Paint “Rock river;
thence te.t h et o p of the mountain,

The county w a s ofirreguler shape.
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BoundaryLineBetweenDecaturCe.

andJacksonCo.182)- (895°B

nomanfMinConnerAasemblyoftheStateofAlabamaMap

AcTOofThc

“BegunandheldintheTownofCAHAWBAonthefirstMonday1nNovembesivebA

page72 -DecemberT, 1821

(Section5) -JacksonCounty,boundariesshallbe-beginningatmouthofsaltaCreek,

upcreektowhereWinchesteladcrossessame;thenceonastraightline,tothe

southendofaridgeeastofsaidcreek,whichdividedthewatersofSautaCreek

fromthewatersofRoseberryCreek;thencewiththeextronetpieightfsaidridge,

totheWinchesterroad,onsthetopofthemountain,aboveWitliatPideicins;thence

withsaidroad,tothePodridgebrapeh;thenceonastraightline,toPaintRock

river,onemilebeloythemouthoftd.ClickForkofsaidriver;thenceonalinedue
west,totheextreeightofthemountainthatdividesthewatersPaintRockRiver

fromthewatersofFlintRiver;thencewiththeextrfi>heightofsaidmountain,

northward,totheTennesseeStateline;thenceeastwithsaidline,towhereit

strikestheTennesseeRiver;thencedownthesametothebeginning.

(Section6) -ThatallthattractofcountylyingwestofJacksonCounty,southof

theTennesseeStateline,eastofMadisonCounty,andnorthoftheTennesseeriver,shallconstituteaseparateanddistinctcounty,tobeknownandcalledbythenameof

DECATUR.‑

(Section7) -ThatDecaturCountyshallhave.criminaljurisdiction’overallthattract

ofcountrywithinthelimitsoftheCherokeenationsofIndians,whichlieswestof

WillstownValley,andeastoftheroadleadingfromDitto'slandingtothetownof

Blountsaville.

SyigRKO4

ACTSoftheGeneralAssemblyoftheStateofAlabama

"BegunandheldinthetownofCAHAWBAonthethirdMondayofNovember1622"

1
\aes|

page89 -December31,1822

ANACT~TobetterdesignatethelinebetweenthecountiesofJacksonandDecatur..

(Section1)-Thatthe’linebetweenJacksonandDecaturcountiesbeasfollows,towit:

BeginningatthemouthofSautafCreek;thenceupsaidCreektowherethchestera&

Y\ roadorossessaidcreek;thencatoJessgThompson's;thencetoCaswello ey's,in‑

cludingsaidJesseThompson,WilliamCundiff,HirakyJackson,Thomas/Jonea,"JohnYSmart,

andsaidCaswellBibey’DecaturCounty;thencefromsaidBibeytothetopofthe

.mountainaboveWsilian,poskins,wheretheWinchesterroaddescendstkeCumberland

Mapbymountains;thencetothe'mostleading!pointatthemountainbetweenthemouthofthe

Wendal/PageLickforkandthemouthofLarkin'sforkofPaintRockriver;thencetothetopof(2

saidmountain;thenceanorth-westcourse,totheTennesseeStateline.{3

ES
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